www.atributetosankaradeva.org presents an article from ‘Manikanchan’, the monthly
paper of the Srimanta Sankaradeva Sangha (July, 2011 issue) on Sankaradeva and His
Times, Dr. Maheswar Neog’s Great Work on the Sankaradeva Movement. This article
touches upon the genesis of this magnum opus of Dr. Neog which is “undoubtedly one of
the great books which have come out from Assam” (Dr. Suniti Kr. Chatterjee).

To read this classic book online (Google Books), click below:-

http://books.google.co.in/books?id=DcReZM-
rIOMC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs atb#v=onepage&q&f=rfalse



http://www.atributetosankaradeva.org/
http://books.google.co.in/books?id=DcReZM-rI0MC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_atb#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.co.in/books?id=DcReZM-rI0MC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_atb#v=onepage&q&f=false
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“Sankaradeva's  name unfortu-
gately is not so very well-known outside
ol Assam, but the scholars of Assam and
those who understand his importance in
the building of Assam have tried to make
Sankaradeva's personality and his teach-
ings and work known to others through
the English language. But a comprehcn-
sive work was wanting all these years. Dr.
Maheswar Neog, as an erudite scholar of
Assam, its literature, history and culture,
who is Jawaharfal Nehru Pfofessor at
Gauhati University. has mow come for-
ward to [ill up this want and he has done
it exceedingly well. This hansome volume
of 400 pages, closely but beautifully
printed, gives a very detailed survey of
Sankaradeva with a full account of his
background and a resume and appraise-
ment of his work. I am filled with admira-
tion at the comprchensiveness of this
study by Professor Neog. Herein, in one
compact volume we have almost all that
we should know about the Hindu culture
of Assam as it expressed itself through
Vaishnavism and the Eka-sarania faith,
which may be described as Assam’s ¢x-
pression of the medicval pan-indian
Bhakti movement. Dr. Neog has not
missed in his book anything which is a
propos to the study of Sunkaradcva. In a
way this book can be described as
cncyclopaedic for the subject. In his 12
chapters he has trcated all aspect of the
subject. The very titles of these chapters
will indicate the extent and variety of the
matters which has brought in, and even a
perusal of the detailed contents which
has been given in his book will be quite
a good introduction 1o the outlines of the
subject..... Looking through this book I
would say that it is undoubtedly one oft
the great books which have come out
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fully documented account i English that
I bave rcad of Sankaradeva and his times:
and [ have reud it with considerablc profit
and pleasure. The thesis gives ample
evidence of didigent scholarship, « real
and painstaking zcal in investigation in-
spircd by a love of the subject itself, and

& remarkable grasp over the fundamental
questions. The treatment is claboraie and
the mass of details, though well ordered.
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‘Sankaradeva and His Times' A9
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ter 1. lutroduction @ nratervals for a study
of Sankaradeva and his times. Chapter [l
. The political condition of the country
antertor to and during Sankaradeva's
times. Chapter [l Social and economic
buckground. Chapter IV : Early History
of the Vaishnava movement. Chapter V.
Literary Works of Sankaradeva. Chapter
V1 : The doctriucs of the faith. Chapter
VI : Sankaradeva’s philosophical views.
Chapter VIl : Sankaradeva’s dramatic art
and technique. Chapter [X : Vaishnava

music and dances. Chapter X : The art of

manuscript preparation and illumination.
Chapter X1 : Neo-Vaishnava institutions
and practices. Chapter XII : Social impli-
cations of Sankaradeva's bhakti move-
ment. A comprehensive bibliography

and long index.
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